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Radio Officer Completes 20th 
Year on Force, 16 as Captain 


By JOHN MUNGER 


Radio Captain Darwin ‘‘Lefty” 
Covert is believed to Have been 
a police captain longer than any- 
one in the history of the local 
force. 

Covert, who. today completes 
his 20th year on the department, 
has been captain of the radio di- 
vision for the past 16 years, de- 
spite several changes in city ad- 
ministrations. 

Although he’s eligible to retire 
on pension now that he’s served 
20 years, 50-year-old Covert says 


vehicle were in the police radio}on ‘Third Street near Main and 
network. (The fire department/on Second Street near Fulton Av- 
has its own network now, as does] enue. 
the Vanderburgh County sheriff's} A Tri-State radio network has 
office, both of which originally re-|come into being since Covert! 
lied upon the police department joined the department. About 
for radio communications.) 1940, radio communications were 
Worth $30,000 Now irre with Henderson, Ky.,. 
Radio equipment then — in-|POWCe 
cluding the 50-watt amplitude] Other cities were gradually 
modulation (AM) transmitter at|linked by radio over the years 
headquarters — was valued at|Until today local police operators 
about $5000. Present equipment can communicate directly with 
would cost about $30,000 to re-|Nearly a score of other police de- 
place, Covert estimates. The fig- pores in Indiana, Illinois and 
ure includes value of the 250-watt|*CMUUCKY. 
frequency modulation (FM)| Communications by relay are 
transmitter and the tall antenna| Possible with any radio-equipped, 
completed last year. police department in the coun- 
. § ._|try. The network often has been 
While there’s far more radio responsible for quick apprehen- 
equipment used today, the num-|.i.,--o¢ fleeing. felons; And its 
ber of men assigned to the divi- pili t ant ablish ee d-blocks 
sion hasn't increased correspond-lhmmiediy is generally. considered 
mainly because police radio was ingly. Covert’s appointment), discourage bank robberies and 
a newcomer to the profession. But| brought the staff to five, com-| ner crimes. 
every piece of equipment we get|Pared to seven today. 
today features some new electron- Covert has seen the number of 
ic development or other.” call-boxes dwindle from about 140 
"59 Radio Vehicles “°° -}to’ three. The call-box: phones 
ram in Covert recalls theve|were located along beats® 
were otily sevén radio-equipped| trolled by officers and permitted 
vehicles served by his division’s}regular check-ins and emergency 
transmitter when he started as an| calls to headquarters. Radio al-| 
{operator in 1938, Today there are) most eliminated the need for tele- 
more than 50. police vehicles} phone communications between 
equipped with radio, mostly re- officers on the beat and head- 
ceive-transmitter combinations. | quarters. * 
In 1938, five squad cars, the Remaining call boxes are at 
sergeant’s car and the fire chief's Garvin Street and Lincoln Avenue 
—————————— 


“Police radio is more challeng- 
ing today than it wags when I 
was new to it,” the slender, 
crew-cut veteran said today. 
“‘When I came on the force as a 
radio operator, it was interesting 


Evansville's new police chief, Darwin "Lefty'' Covert, gets his 
morning coffee from his wife, Jeannette, at 1100 Rosemarie 
—the headquarters of the chief's “other job," operating a 
ham radio station. 
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Covert Made Sure He Would 
Be Boss if Appointed Chief 


(The first of two profiles on 
Evansville’s newest city of- 
ficials — Police Chief Darwin 
Covert and Fire Chief Fred 


Houghland.) 
By LARRY HAMMERSTEIN 


It’s no secret that Darwin 
“Lefty” Covert,. unlike several 
other candidates, did not ask to 
become police chief. 

Less than two hours before he 
was named to the job two weeks 
ago he told Mayor Frank Mc- 
Donald he would not take the ap- 
pointment under just any condi- 
tions, 

“I thought I’d talked myself 
out of the job,” he said. ‘I said 
that if I were chief we’d have to 
follow the law right down the 
line. But the mayor and I found 
we agreed on every particular.” 


Born in Georgia 
Covert sat at hic deack In the 


and reached Russian ‘hams’ 
four or five times.” 
Universal Language 


Covert says English seems to 


at the age of two. “I was born in 
Marietta, Ga., where my father 
worked for the L. & N. Railroad,” 
said Covert, “‘The family headed 


north when the railroad trans- 
ferred him here.” 

Like a lot of other railroaders, 
the Coverts lived in Howell, and 


be the universal language of the 
amateurs — probably because 
there are so many stations in 
this country. 


“Lefty” went to Howell Grade} “A ‘ham’ always has a com- 
School (now Danie] Wertz). An-|mon interest to talk about,” said 
other school was opened about|Covert. “‘You don’t talk politics 
that time and from the seventh|with Russians. You talk about 
grade through high school the|equipment and radio conditions.” 
“skinny Covert boy” trudged up| He remembers his work during 
Coalmine Hill to Reitz High|the 1937 flood as the most ex- 
School. citing. ‘‘We dispatched evacua- 
“T was always pretty. small in|tion boats, and handled Red 
school,” said Covert. ‘I went|Cross messages from Reitz High 
out for football, but didn’t earn|for 17 days without leaving.” 
a letter.” Few complaints were heard 
Played Baseball when Covert was named chief 
But he pitched and played out-|Dec. 31. He is well respected by 
field for the Panther baseball|fellow officers and considered a 
team to start a career that lasted |hard worker. One officer pointed 
through several seasons in semi-|out that while he served in his 
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Houghland. ) 


By LARRY HAMMERSTE 
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Covert and Fire Chief Fred |said Covert. “The family headed} Covert says English seems to 

north when the railroad trans-|be the universal language of the 


IN ferred him here.” amateurs — probably because 


worked for the L. & N. Railroad,” 


at. His age eof foo. “y was born in and yeas Russian ‘ham 
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It’s no secret, that Darwin/the Coverts lived in Howell, and|this country. 


“Lefty” Covert,. unlike several|“Lefty” went to Howell Grade 


other candidates, did not ask to|School (now Daniel Wertz). An-|mon interest to talk about,”’ se 
other school was opened about/Covert. “You don’t talk politic 
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meat 


was named to the job two weeks|grade through high school the|equipment and radio conditions.” 
ago he told Mayor Frank Mc-|‘skinny Covert boy” trudged up| He remembers his work during| 
Donald he would not take the ap-|Coalmine Hill to Reitz High|the 1937 flood as the most ex-| 
pointment under just any condi-| School. 


tions, 


“T thought I'd talked myself|school,’ said Covert. 
out of the job,” he said. “I said|out for football, but didn’t earn|for 17 days without leaving.” _ 
that if I were chief we’d have tola letter.” 
follow the law right down the 


citing. 
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“IT was always pretty. small in|tion boats, and handled Red 
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“T went|/Cross messages from Reitz High| 


Few complaints were heard ; 


when Covert was named chief 


line. But the mayor and I found] But he pitched and played out-|Dec. 31. He is well respected by 


Gash Drops 
One Rank {4c 


Mayor-Elect Names 
Salm City Attorney 


By ROBERT FLYNN 


Darwin (Lefty) Covert 
is the new chief of Evans- 
ville’s Police Department, 
and Jerome Salm will be 


city attorney. 

The appointment of the 52-year: ! 
old Covert, a veteran of 21 years’ 
police experience, was announced 
at noon today by Mayor- 
elect Frank McDonald—12 hours 
before each of them will take 
over his new duties. 

Covert’s present and perma- 
nent title on the department is 
jinspector in charge of internal 
services. He will replace Charles 
Gash, who will become assistant 
police chief — the rank he re- 

ceived under the Police Merit 
‘Commission. 

Although Covert was men- 

tioned as a possibility for the 
chief's position, he had not ac- 
tively sought it. He said today 
‘the appointment Came as a Sur- 
‘prise. 
For the past several weeks, 
\however, it was an open secret 
that McDonald was to make his 
choice from Covert and Lieut. 
Alvah Simms, the officer in 
charge of the department’s train- 
ing program. 

A native of Marietta, Ga., 
Covert has lived in Evansville 
30 years and.is a graduate of 


“DARWIN COVERT —— 
Police Chief steer 


Ble al 


vi. the appointment, ' 
n I left the mayor,” s 
: tie new chief, “he told me te 
- hadn’t decided yet.” A-few hours 
Tater he was informed that he 
had been appointed, 

“Lefty” Covert first saw thel; 
city of Evansville 50 years ‘ago 


left-handed — Pitehing| 
prowess that Covert inherited the 
nickname of ‘‘Lefty.” 


prentice, Then came the depres- 


him to police work, - 
Fascination for Radio 


Radio was in its infancy in the|said Covert. 


build, and— despite. ‘the t his 

He was graduated from Reitz|closely cut hair is streaked with} 
in 1926 and went to work with|grey, he looks to be younger. than 

the L. & N. as an electrician ap-|his 52 years. — 


we agreed on every eae ”\ field for the Panther baseball|fellow officers and considered a 
os -|team to start a-career that lasted |hard worker. One officer pointed 
ugh se pense in semi-jout that 15 


ng i Hocally eae. 2°% -semi-pro baseball|the detail for police coverage of| 
lew = the newly-annexed = .to the 


ietiet Fred fo Houghland. It was |city. 


Looks Younge 
Covert has a § 


He scoffs at rumors ait last 


,|sion and he lost the job, but found}month - that Mayor McDonald 
the employment which would lead|would run the department 


no 
matter who was appointed chief. 
“The responsibility is mine,” 


“IT will make the 


early 1930s, and for “Lefty” it|decisions and run the force. Nat- 
became a fascination which grewlurally, the mayor will join in 


in intensity. 


formation of policy, but we found 


“As a youngster I made crystal|we agreed on policy before I was 
receiving sets,” said Covert. “‘I’d|appointed.” 


use one of those cylindrical oat- 


He says his Spoaintient means | 


meal boxes and a coil of wire. |he will face four years of pres- 


It was a real challenge.” 


sures from different sides — try- 


Covert started a “very small” ling to please everyone at once. 
radio repair shop, and later|But, he is confident there will be 
worked for a local radio: appli-|no ‘political pressures from the 


ance firm, 
In 1934 and 1935 he taught a 
night school course in radio at 


administration. 


Interest in All Police Work 
Covert intends to press for 


Central High. The subject matter}more men and equipment for the 
was radio technology and enough |department, but at the same time 
code so that students could pass|he plans to make a study of the} 
an examination for an amateur|present duties of policemen with] 
license. an eye toward possible redistri- 

In 1935 the Chrysler plant|pution of manpower. He plans to 
opened here and Covert took altake a look at establishing police 
job as an electrician helping .to precincts. He favors comprehen- 


jnstett a new electrical system in|sive - training for recruits, 


the buildings. 
Then a Blind Date 


pos- 


sibly with help from universities, 
and. on-the-job refresher courses 


One day a friend came to him|for older officers. 


with a problem, He had a date 


“After I came on the force I 


that night to go to a movie, and|found an interest not just for 
his girl had a friend. Would radio, but for all phases of po- 


“Lefty” care to come along? 

“Well, you never know how a 
blind date is going to turn out,” 
smiled Covert. _This one soon led) 
to a few more. In October of| 
1937 he and his ‘wife, Jeannette, 
were married. She is now em- 
ployed in the production material 
control office at Arkla. 

Covert’s desire to work with ra- 
dio was still too strong to be ig- 
nored. 

In 1938 there was an opening| 
in the Police Department for al 
radio operator, and Covert ap- 
plied for and got the job. 

“The police radio system was 
installed here in 1936, and con-| 
sisted of a 50-watt transmitter 
with receivers in just five cars,’ 
said Covert. An expansion — pro- 


lice work,” said Covert. “It’s al- 
oe a Se 


A Fireman from 3B 
wise S Fighting Family. 
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Salm City Attorney 
By ROBERT FLYNN 


Darwin (Lefty) Covert 
is the new chief of Evans- 
ville’s Police Department, 
and Jerome Salm will be 
city attorney. 

The appointment of the Sdveare# 
old Covert, a veteran of 21 years’ | 
‘police experience, was announced 
at noon today by Mayor- 
elect Frank McDonald—12 hours 
before each of them will take 
over his new duties. 

Covert’s present and perma- 
inent title on the department is 
inspector in charge of internal 
services. He will replace Charles 
Gash, who will become assistant 
police chief — the rank he re- 
ceived under the Police Merit 
‘Commission. 

Although Covert was men- 
tioned as a possibility for the 
chief's position, he had not ac- 
tively sought it. He said today 
the appointment came as a sur- 
prise. 

For the past several weeks, 
however, it was an open secret 
that McDonald was to make his 
choice from Covert and Lieut. 
Alvah Simms, the officer in 
charge of the department’s train- 
ing program. 

A native of Marietta, Ga., 
Covert has lived in Evansville 
50 years and is a graduate of 
Reitz High School. He lives at 
1100 Rosemarie with his wife, - 
Jeannette. 

Joined Force in 19388 
He Loe the Police Force in. 


DARWIN COVERT =~ 
Police Chief . 


I ‘inf 
istamtes anes asa eet operator. 
Before his police days, he was fot Sar iil 
an electrician for the L. & N.{"0t ye 
Railroad and Chrysler Corpora-| 2 3 
tion. ’ 

A soft-spoken, apparently easy ra der nee Dts oni us! 
‘going and polite man, he is welllpive a degree in traffic nat 
liked by fellow policemen, neering. 

The appointment of Salm, Me-| ‘the mayor-eléct last. night. ale 
Donald’s personal attorney, @S|nounced that Fred -Hougland. 
city attorney confirmed a rumor} would head the Fire Department. 
‘Started more than a month ago.| The 57-year-old Hougland, a 
‘Salm was an assistant city at- 28-year veteran in. the depart- 
one ve the gcigy ; her. 0 
mann administration and Owns|nis family to have that post. Hi 
ee Salm chain of department} prother ee was chief in 1948. 

ores. iti 
| “Another aspirant for the Police 6 MG Pha poke 2 a tee 
‘Chief position—Everett McIntire, |tenry Shricker. 
the present assistant chief, is re-} Alex Houghland, now ‘retited, 
portedly picked to head the traf-|lives in Florida. =, 
fic engineer’s office on a tem-| Fred Houghland replaces Fire 

porary basis. {Chief Delmar Ice, who will now — 

McDonald, however, said today|be an assistant chief, along. with 
that appointment was still in the|Thomas Gilkey. 

“speculation” stage, Thomas Stalling, the present 

In the normal course of affairs,|first assistant chief, will retain - 
McIntire would be transferred that title in the next administra- 
tomorrow to the record room,|ton.. 
where he has the rank of: cap- 
tain. He will have 20 years|creation of a new title ~ di 
police service by next July and{chief. The four men who. -will 


will then be eligible for his pen-jhold that title, he said. will he 


sion—figured at half the base|Arthur James, Fred - 
pay of a. patrolman. Claude Taylor, and Joseph | 
“McDonald said today he haditingly. sa ne aie : 


McDonald. also. announced. ‘the 


meal boxes and a coil of wire. he will face four years of 
sures from different sides — 


It was a real challenge.” try-| 
Covert started a ‘‘very small” ling to please everyone at once.| 
radio repair shop, and later|But, he is confident there will be) 
worked for a Jogal: radio: appli-|no ‘political pressures from the} 
ance firm, © administration. = 
In 1934 and 1935 he taught a] Interest in All Police Work 
night school course in radio at] Covert intends to press for) 
Central High. The subject matter/more men and equipment for the 
was radio technology and enough |department, but at the same time} 
code so that students could pass|he plans to make a study of the} 
an examination for an amateur|present duties of policemen with 
license. an eye toward possible redistri-} 
In 1935 the Chrysler plant|bution of manpower. He plans to 
opened here and Covert took a|take a look at establishing police 
job as an electrician helping .to precincts. He favors comprehen- 
install a new electrical ‘system in|sive training for recruits, _pos- 
the buildings. sibly with help from universities, 
Then a Blind Date and on-the-job refresher — 
One day a friend came to him|for older officers. . ced 
with a problem, He had a date| “After I came on the_ 


ould|radio, but for all phases of po- 
Lefty’ care to come miner lice work,” said Covert. “It’s al- 
“Well, you never know how a silts a challenge.” 
blind date is going to turn out,” 
ered Cov t : 


were mario’ She is now em- 
ployed in the production material 
control office at Arkla. 

Covert’s desire to work with ra- 
dio was still too strong to be ig- 
nored. 

In 1938 there was an opening 
in the Police Department for a! 
radio operator, and Covert ap- 
plied for and got the job. 

“The police radio system was 
installed here in 1936, and con-' 
sisted of a 50-watt transmitter 
with receivers in just five cars,” 
said Covert. An expansion pro- 
gram was begun in 1938, and 
Covert applied his self-taught 
knowledge to the build-up. — 

Promoted to Captain 

Soon he was being considered 
an expert in communications. He 
was promoted to captain in 1942 
and remained at that rank for 16 
years through several changes of 
city administrations — a remark- 
able feat in pre-merit. system 
days and a record for the police 
force. 

- Today Govese: has ‘tetained 
many of his earlier interests, in- 
‘|cluding sports and radio. 

“I’m in the duffer class as a 
golfer,”” he grinned. ‘‘And I love 
to watch football, baseball and 
basketball.’’ He’s a strong fan of 
the Evansville College Aces. _ 

‘There’s a room set aside at the 
Covert home, 1100 - Rosemarie, 
for radio station W9KVE. As a 
“ham” operator Covert has 
taked to others. ‘the. world over. 

“T’ve talked to just about any 
country you can name,” — aid 
Covert. ‘I’ve talked to. a mis- 
sionary in the wilds of Borneo, 


